‘TECHNICAL DEMONS’

COMMA SPLICE (CS)
A comma splice occurs whenever two main clauses are linked with only a comma.  Correct this error in any one of four ways:  1)  Change the comma to a period and start a new sentence; 2)  substitute a semicolon for the comma; 3)  add a coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, nor, for, so, or yet) after the comma; 4)  add a subordinating conjunction (when, because, since, if, or although) to one of the clauses.

Comma Splice:  Tom took them to the airport , Sally stayed home.

Correction:         Tom took them to the airport .  Sally stayed home.


OR               Tom took them to the airport; Sally stayed home.

         OR               Tom took them to the airport, but Sally stayed home.


OR               When Tom took them to the airport, Sally stayed home.

RUN-ON/FUSED SENTENCE (RO/FS)

A fused sentence occurs whenever two independent clauses (two “sentences”) are linked without punctuation or a conjunction.  Correct  by 1)  making two sentences with a period;  2)  linking the two clauses with a semicolon ; 3)  adding a coordinating conjunction.

Fused Sentence:  Tom took them to the airport Sally stayed home.

Correction:            See examples above.

SENTENCE FRAGMENT (FRAG)

A sentence fragment is a dependent clause or phrase punctuated as if it is a sentence.  Thus, it lacks a subject or verb or fails to state a complete thought.

Fragment:  I’ll pay your way to the show.  If you’ll wash the car.

Correction:  I’ll pay your way to the show.  First, however, you must      



    wash the car.

           OR      I’ll pay your way to the show if you’ll wash the car.

Other Helpful Rules

1.  Use a comma before but, or, nor, for, and yet when they join 

     independent clauses.

2.  Use a colon to mean “note what follows” or before long quotations.

     (ex)  We visited three states last year: Nevada, Kentucky, and Ohio.

3.  Use a semicolon between independent clauses joined by for example,        

     therefore, and however.

4.  Use a semicolon to separate independent clauses if there are commas 

     within clauses. (ex)  My parents bought our home, a Cape Cod     

     cottage, ten years ago; but since they now need more room, they have

     decided to sell it.

5.  Use a semicolon to join a series if commas are used anywhere in any

     of the items listed. (ex) A board is elected from each of three general 
     categories: a judge or lawyer; a professor of art, literature, or one of 

     the humanities; and a social worker or clergyman.

