Greek Tragedy

--Tragedies performed at festivals of god Dionysus

--”goat song”--tragedy--sacrificial victim or prize at dramatic competitions

--Greek tragedy concentrates on individual man, but his fate is symbolic of fate of all men--death as man’s limitation

--Comedy shows man in society/ often festive

--Irony: to Greeks, man was “all things”but his death is inevitable. (We sympathize with men, not gods.)  Tragic man doesn’t have to die, but he MUST recognize his mortality 

(human condition).

--Aeschylus--only 7 of 80 dramas left to us complete

--Aeschylus sometimes lampooned by Aristophanes (as in the Frogs) for his complicated, symbolic speeches and long silences.

--Oedipus tyrannos (Greek)/rex (Latin)--a ruler who didn’t gain throne through inheritance

He thinks he’s this type of leader but learns he’s a basileus king--throne gained by bloodshed

--Sophocles claimed to be influenced by Aeschyus.

--Euripides also competed at festivals.

--Greek word polis--”city state”/our word “political”

--33 surviving plays of Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides

--Dramatist as civic teacher

--Greek drama--flute, lyre, costumes, masks, dancing

--Greek heroes fell due to fate; Renaissance men fell due to flaw

--Greek tragedy moved from emphasis on conflicts in society to greater focus on individual.

--Peloponnesian War ended Athenian democracy, thus tragic plays of the last decades of 5th century deal with tragedy of city/decline of way of life.

--Sophoclean tragedy--man vs society; Euripides’ tragedy--man vs himself

Know plots, characters, themes of Oresteia , Medea,  and  The Bacchae.
