
AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
2008 SCORING GUIDELINES 

 
Question 2 

(Anita Desai’s Fasting, Feasting) 
 

The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole—its content, its style, its mechanics. Students are 
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point 
above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3. 
 
9–8 These essays offer a persuasive analysis of how the author uses literary devices to characterize 

Arun’s experience as an exchange student. The essays make a strong case for their interpretation of 
the passage: they explore possibilities of character and situation; consider devices such as point of 
view, selection of detail, syntax, characterization, diction, and tone; and engage the text through apt 
and specific references. Although these essays may not be error-free, their perceptive analysis is 
apparent in writing that is clear, precise, and effectively organized. Generally, essays scored a 9 
reveal more sophisticated analysis and more effective control of language than those scored an 8. 

 
7–6 These essays offer a reasonable analysis of how the author uses literary devices to characterize 

Arun’s experience. They reveal a sustained, competent reading of the passage, with attention to 
devices such as point of view, selection of detail, syntax, characterization, diction, and tone. 
Although these essays may not be error-free and may be less perceptive or less convincing than 
those in the 9–8 range, their ideas are presented with clarity and control and refer to the text for 
support. Generally, essays scored a 7 present better-developed analysis and more consistent 
command of the elements of effective composition than do those scored a 6. 

 
5 These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of the passage but tend to be 

superficial or undeveloped in their treatment of how the author uses literary techniques to 
characterize Arun’s experience. While exhibiting some analysis of the passage, implicit or explicit, 
the discussion of how literary devices contribute to Arun’s experience may be slight, and support 
from the passage may be thin or tend toward paraphrase. Although these essays demonstrate 
adequate control of language, they may be marred by surface errors. Generally, essays scored a 5 
lack the more effective organization and the more sustained development characteristic of those that 
received 7–6 points. 

 
4–3 These essays offer a less than thorough understanding of the task or a less than adequate treatment 

of how the author uses literary devices to characterize Arun’s experience. Often relying on plot 
summary or paraphrase, they may fail to articulate a convincing basis for understanding situation 
and character, or they may misread the passage. These responses may be characterized by an 
unfocused or repetitive presentation of ideas, an absence of textual support, or an accumulation of 
errors. Generally, essays scored a 4 exhibit better control over the elements of composition than 
those scored a 3. 

 
2–1 These essays compound the weaknesses of those in the 4–3 range. They may persistently misread 

the passage, be unacceptably brief, or contain pervasive errors that interfere with understanding. 
Although some attempt has been made to respond to the prompt, the ideas are presented with little 
clarity, organization, or support from the passage. Essays that are especially inept or incoherent are 
scored a 1. 

 
0 These essays do no more than make a reference to the task. 
 
— These essays are either left blank or are completely off topic. 

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 



©2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



©2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



©2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



©2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



©2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



©2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



©2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



©2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY 

 
Question 2 

 
Overview 
 
Students were asked to read carefully an accessible excerpt from Anita Desai’s novel Fasting, Feasting 
(1999) and then, in a well-organized essay, to analyze how Desai uses such literary devices as speech and 
point of view to characterize the experience of an Indian exchange student, Arun. In the excerpt, Arun 
joins members of his American host family for an afternoon at the beach. The intent of this question was to 
assess students’ abilities to read closely and to interpret the author’s use of literary devices to create a 
complex and nuanced representation of Arun’s experience. To respond to the question successfully, 
students needed to connect detail to larger meaning and to show how particular devices combine to 
characterize Arun’s experience. 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 8 
 
This essay is an excellent analysis, providing insight after insight, including one on the irony of the passage. 
The student sees the passage as, at first, “lighthearted,” but then argues that “the author uses several 
rhetorical strategies to quickly transform the text.” For example, the student notes how Desai employs 
“repetition of the word ‘insidious’ and its use as a contrast to the buildings in the town . . . to highlight Arun’s 
deeper emotion of disgust” with the situation he has been forced to participate in. The analysis of imagery 
and point of view is particularly skillful, demonstrating the student’s appreciation for Desai’s craft—how she 
shows at first Arun’s increasing “unease” and then ultimately reveals “a more heightened sense of disdain.” 
The discussion occasionally falters with vocabulary (Mrs. Patton’s “oblivion”) and relies on generalizations 
where some details would have helped, but overall it analyzes the passage with great understanding. 
 
Sample: 2B  
Score: 6 
 
This upper-half essay begins effectively, with a very well-developed opening paragraph, but its discussion 
tends to weaken at the end because it does not support all its claims with textual evidence. It is insightful in 
its remarks about the change in tone and point of view, as Arun shifts from a position of awkwardness to a 
“singular overtone of disgust for the whole experience.” It correctly asserts that Arun “has been apprehensive 
about going out with the Pattons for a long time.” Likewise, this essay demonstrates a clear understanding of 
the “delightfully decadent Mrs. Patton who . . . cannot seem to fathom any other point of view than her own.” 
 
Sample: 2C  
Score: 4 
 
This lower-half essay makes a series of comments about Arun’s experience but cannot develop these 
observations into an adequate analysis of the passage. Although it responds to the prompt and provides 
quotations to support its assertions, there is really little analysis of what Desai has done with language to 
construct Arun’s experience. The student quite insistently repeats the fact that Arun does not like the beach 
and prefers the town but does almost nothing with the rest of the passage and the interactions between 
Arun, Mrs. Patton, and her daughter. The writing is clean and easy to understand, but the interpretation of 
Arun’s experience is fairly superficial and unsophisticated. 
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