AP Poet Paper
This paper is a culmination of your writing skills and your understanding of poetry.  It is chiefly your analysis with proof of your assertions from the poems themselves, but criticism can be used to strengthen your claims.  (300 pts.)

Steps:

1) Choose a poet you enjoy from the list recommended by College Board for the AP English Lit and Comp Exam:

W. H. Auden; Elizabeth Bishop; William Blake; Anne Bradstreet; Edward Kamau Brathwaite; Gwendolyn Brooks; Robert Browning; George Gordon, Lord Byron; Lorna Dee Cervantes; Geoffrey Chaucer; Lucille Clifton; Samuel Taylor Coleridge; Billy Collins; H. D. (Hilda Doolittle); Emily Dickinson; John Donne; Rita Dove; Paul Laurence Dunbar; T. S. Eliot; Robert Frost; Joy Harjo; Seamus Heaney; George Herbert; Garrett Hongo; Gerard Manley Hopkins; Langston Hughes; Ben Jonson; John Keats; Philip Larkin; Robert Lowell; Andrew Marvell; John Milton; Marianne

Moore; Sylvia Plath; Edgar Allan Poe; Alexander Pope; Adrienne Rich; Anne Sexton; William Shakespeare; Percy Bysshe Shelley; Leslie Marmon Silko; Cathy Song; Wallace Stevens; Alfred, Lord Tennyson; Derek Walcott; Walt Whitman; Richard Wilbur; William Carlos Williams; William Wordsworth; William Butler Yeats
2) Find 5 poems by your author that are related by theme.    
3) Formulate a thesis based on the similarities of the poems’ themes.

(ex)  Don’t just write: “Robert Frost wrote poems about nature.”  Be specific as in “Robert Frost’s poems on nature portray the natural world as ___, ___, and ___.”

(ex)  “Much of Emily Dickinson’s poetry portrays death as ____, ____, and ___.”

       4)  Format your paper as follows:

Par. 1 Intro.:  Get the reader’s attention and state thesis.

Par. 2-3 Biographical Information--especially that which is essential to the poet’s work

Par. 3/4-7/8  
Your analysis of the poems grouped by the points of your thesis (at least one-two paragraphs per point).  Refer to the poems by name.  Quote lines as needed.

Par. 8/9 Conclusion:  Answer “So What?”  Why should we care about this poet’s work?

5)  Use critical sources in the intro. or conclusion to make assertions about the authors’ works in general.  Also use criticism to back up your own analysis or to refute with your own analysis.

6)  Requirements Checklist

To receive a passing grade, the paper must have/be:

___At least two biographical sources cited in parenthetical documentation and Works Cited

 ___ At least three critical sources cited in parenthetical documentation and Works Cited


___ Source(s) listed in the Works Cited for the poems themselves


___A copy of each poem used


___5 poems analyzed by theme or permission to use fewer, longer poems

___At least 5 full typed pages, double-spaced with 1 inch margins (6 page limit)
___ Hard copy typed and submitted stapled in this order:  Typed Outline, Typed Paper with Parenthetical Documentation, Typed Works Cited, Typed Copy of Poems Used (for each class period late the grade will be lowered 1 letter grade)
___   Body of Paper submitted to Turnitin.com by midnight of due date (for each class period late the grade will be lowered 1 letter grade)
